Social Studies and World Citizenship

Art is a hundred per cent democratic; it demands as high
a standard for the construction of a bungalow as it does for
a church, commercial building or factory. That the public
is becoming aware of this is shown in the commendable
efforts during the past two decades to build more attractive
factories in more congenial surroundings and on more
satisfactory sites, and simultaneously by the many protests
raised against some of the hideous so-called housing estates
which arose like mushrooms as a result of a demand for
houses after the war of 1914-18.

Life has biological, psychological, philosophical and
sociological needs and functions in order to achieve inte-
grated healthy living, and so have the arts which appeal to,
and are the expression of, emotions and intellect. The
emotions aad intellect require physical powers for their
expression, for example the rhythmic physical activities and
motions of the ballet dancer. The artist, the composer and
the performer have need of their fellow men. Between them
all is a kind of symbiosis.

For several years before the war there was developing in
Great Britain a great enthusiasm for ballet. When Dkghile?
came here first, he brought an art scarcely known, and
almost unappreciated in this country. After his death there
was a great risk of his efforts dying with him, since, apart
from one or two big towns, he had never taien his famous
Russian Ballet out of London. But after his death, the
Russian Ballet fortunately survived, and many seasons with
Michel Fokine were held in London, Fokine copied the
methods of the American Isadora Duncan, and was greatly
encouraged by Diaghilev. He was still left to carry on ate
Diaghilev's death, though later he was superseded by
Nijinsky. Up to tlie declaration of war, Massine did mudi
to enhance the reputation of ballet, both here and on the
Continent. The present war, however, proved another
threat; but though the Russian Ballet itself migrated to
the United States, Sadler's Wells stepped into the breach.
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